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Proposal for Annual Groundwater and Surface Water Sampling Programs
704 Phillipston Road, Roslin, Ontario
Astoria Organic Matters Canada l_P

February 15, 2018
Pinchin File: 103564,001
FINAL

The reported concentrations of the surface water samples submitted for analysis satisfied
the applicable PWQO, with the exception of the following:
•

The surface water samples collected at up-gradient Station 2 which reported
concentrations of total phosphorus exceeding the PWQOs from the spring and
summer sampling events, concentrations of copper which exceeded the PWQOs
from the winter sampling event and concentrations of iron which exceeded the
PWQOs from the spring sampling event;

•

The surface water samples collected at down-gradient Station 3 which reported
concentrations of total phosphorus which exceeded the PWQOs from the spring,
summer and fall sampling event and concentrations of iron which exceeded the
PWQOs from the summer sampling event;

•

The surface water samples collected at downgradient Station 4 which reported
concentrations of iron which exceeded the PWQOs from the spring sampling
event;

«

The surface water samples collected at downgradient Station 5 which reported
concentrations of iron which exceeded the PWQOs from the spring sampling
event; and

The reported concentrations of the leachate samples submitted for analysis satisfied the
applicable ODWQS,
Based on the results obtained from the 2016 Annual Monitoring Program, Pinchin did not identify any
significant Site related impacts that would be considered non-compliant as per the EGA. It was Pinchin’s
recommendation that the Site should continue the monitoring program in 2017 as outlined in the current
EGAs for the Site.
2017 ANNUAL SAMPLING PROGRAM
Given the uncertainty with respect to the ownership of the Site starting in the spring of 2017, the Annual
Sampling Program was never initiated. However, when the data generated as a result of the 2016 Annual
Sampling Program is extrapolated forward, the concentrations of target parameters continue to show
decreasing trends. Given there were no major anomalies or variations in the concentrations recorded
during the 2016 sampling events, it is Pinchin’s opinion that the concentrations recorded in 2017 would
have likely remained consistent with previous data provided waste processing completed on-Site in 2017
had not exceeded regulated volumes.
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Proposal for Annual Groundwater and Surface Water Sampling Programs
704 Phillipston Road, Roslin, Ontario
Astoria Organic Matters Canada LP

February 15, 2018
Pinchin File: 103564.001
FINAL

It should be noted that Pinchin also provided the MOECC with a storm water contingency program to
account for seasonal anomalies in the event of a large wet event. This document is available under
separate cover and was prepared in the spring of 2017 at the request of the MOECC.
Upon acceptance of the Stormwater contingency program by the MOECC, Pinchin provided a proposal to
complete the remainder of the 2017 Annual Sampling Program to the receiver of the Site in August of
2017. Authorization to proceed with the remaining 2017 sampling program has not been received at this
time.
CLOSING
We trust that the information provided herein is sufficient for the Client to evaluate and consider the
potential results of the 2017 Annual Sampling Program. If you have any questions, or require additional
information, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned.
We look forward to working with you on this assignment.
Sincerely,
Pinchin Ltd.
Prepared by:

Ian Murdoch
Senior Client Manager
1-613-541-1013 Ext. 1602
imurdoch@Dinchin.com

Reviewed by:

Peter Roberts, B.A.Sc., P.Eng., QPESA
Office Manager
1-613-541-1013 Ext. 1603
proberts@Dinchin.com

103564,001 Final Sampling Summary Letter 704 Phillipston Roslin Astoria.docx
Template: Master Proposal for Phase II 5$A/Stago2 PSI, Febnjary 4. 2015
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Miranda Spence
From:
Sent:
To:
Co:
Subject:
Attachments:

Consoli, Angelo <aconsoli@bdo.ca>
February-16-18 4:34 PM
Gerald Hamaliuk
Andrew Chachula; Marc M. Hazout; Ike Makrimichalos; Kyle Plunkett; Scott Stoll; Mazur,
Chris
RE: Sampling and Analysis for Astoria Organic Matters
doc20170120151950 (l).pdf; 2430_001.pdf

Thanks for your e-mail Gerry. With respect to Action item #4, we have located the agreement with Cobourg as well as
the e-mail to the MOECC to advise that the hauler of the leachate will be Smith’s Septic which we understand the
MOECC accepted (please see attached). We will review the balance of your note and will get back to you as soon as
possible.
Kindest regards,
Angelo Consoli CA CPA CIRP LIT
Vice President
BDO Canada Limited
aconsoli@bdo.ca
805 - 25 Main Street W.
Hamilton, ON L8P 1H1
Canada
Tel: 905-524-1008 x 2861
Fax: 905-570-0249
www.bdo.ca
rJ^i Before you print think about the environment
From: Gerald Hamaliuk [mailto:ghamaliuk@susglobalenergy.com]
Sent: Friday, February 16, 2018 2:46 PM
To: Consoli, Angelo
Cc: Andrew Chachula ; Marc M. Hazout; Ike Makrimichalos; Kyle Plunkett; Scott Stoll; Mazur, Chris
Subject: RE: Sampling and Analysis for Astoria Organic Matters
Greetings Angelo,
I want to clarify a few items in your response:
Action Item #3 is to provide to the MOECC Director quarterly analyses of leachate. That was done for 2016, but not for
Q1 of 2017, which was also part of the request.
Action item #4 is to provide a signed Agreement for disposing of leachate, including the name and approval number of
the hauler-Smith's Septic is not an approved hauler of hazardous liquid waste. We do not have a copy of the
Agreement with Cobourg WWTP.
Please provide a copy of the Letter Agreement from Pinchin in August of 2017 regarding the water testing that you
forwarded to SusGlobal. We cannot find it. Maybe you are confusing it with the odor testing program?
We did not ask for the biofilter data results-they did not go into the 2016 Annual Report and are not part of the
monitoring requirement. We asked for the quarterly analyses of the biofilter media, which is required in the ECA.
l
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In summary, Astoria and BDO have no analytical results to offer for the monitoring required in the ECA for 2017 except
for 6 compost analyses?
Best regards,
Gerry Hamaliuk
SusGlobal Energy

From: Consoli, Angelo rmailto:aconsoli(S>bdo.ca1
Sent: February 16, 2018 1:01 PM
To: Gerald Hamaliuk <ghamaliuk(5)susglobalenergv.com>
Cc: Andrew Chachula <achachula(S>gillespielaw.ca>; Marc M. Hazout <mhazout(5)susglobalenergv.com>: Ike
Makrimichalos <imakrimichalos(5>susglobalenergv.com>; Kyle Plunkett <kplunkett(5)airdberlis.com>: Scott Stoll
<sstoll(S)airdberlis.com>; Mazur, Chris <CMazur(S)bdo.ca>
Subject: RE: Sampling and Analysis for Astoria Organic Matters
Greetings Gerry, we have been following up on and/or compiling the information requested and can advise as follows:
With respect to Action Items #3 and #4 from the MOECC report, based on our discussions with Mr. Hamilton, we
understand that Item #3 related to the 2016 Annual report and was complied with, but we do not have the
documentation in support of this as the Receiver did not remove the records from the Astoria site. With respect to
item #4, per Mr. Hamilton, an arrangement was made with the Cobourg Waste Water Treatment Plant for the off-site
disposal of the Leachate and the carrier was Smith’s Septic.
In reference to the analysis you have requested further below (i.e. items #1 to #5), we have been in contact with
Pinchin regarding items #1, 2 and 4. We had understood that the Q1 testing was completed, however, Pinchin has
advised us that the testing was not initiated but that they believe the results are trending in the right direction based
on the 2016 results. A copy of a letter issued by Pinchin is attached hereto for your reference and we are advised you
can append the letter to your Annual Report. As previously noted below, the Receiver was notified in August 2017 that
there was no agreement in place with Astoria and on September 12th when Pinchin responded to the Receiver that the
testing would be performed by the end of September, Pinchin was advised to contact SusGlobal relating to the ongoing
testing.
With respect to the Biofilter reports (item #3) we have sourced a report for each month and Al has reviewed the
reports and advised this is the information that he would include in the Annual Report. If you have any specific
questions about the reports, you can contact Mr. Hamilton. Please note that the formatting of the reports changed
from ‘txt’ files to ‘csv’ files after March and the post March reports all have the same title. Accordingly, to make it
easier to identify the applicable month, I will send a distinct e-mail for each monthly report (i.e. for April to
September) so that you know which month the report relates to. The data for certain of the months totals approx. 9
MB so I will send the April through September reports to you, to avoid everyone on this chain having full e-mail boxes.
If you do not get a separate e-mail for each month from April to September please let me know and I can resend any
that don’t get through.
With regards to item #5, the information was provided in a prior e-mail dated January 25, 2018.
Kindest regards,
Angelo Consoli CA CPA CIRP LIT
Vice President
BDO Canada Limited
aconsoli@bdo.ca
805 - 25 Main Street W.
Hamilton, ON L8P 1H1
2

Canada
Tel: 905-524-1008 x 2861
Fax: 905-570-0249
www.bdo.ca
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From: Gerald Hamaliuk fmailto:ghamaliuk(5>susglobalenergv.com1
Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2018 4:06 PM
To: Consoli, Angelo <aconsoli(5)bdo.ca>
Cc: Andrew Chachula <achachula(5)gillespielaw.ca>; Marc M. Hazout <mhazout(5)susglobalenergv.com>; Ike
Makrimichalos <imakrimichalos(5>susglobalenergv.com>; Kyle Plunkett <kplunkett(5>airdberlis.com>; Scott Stoll
<sstoll(5>airdberlis.com>: Mazur, Chris <CMazur(5)bdo.ca>
Subject: RE: Sampling and Analysis for Astoria Organic Matters
Angelo,
I have not received any response to my Jan. 24 e-mail below. Could you please let us know the status of both Action
items 3&4 from the MOECC Report and the list of required analyses below. The Annual Report is due in March and we
are finalizing the draft Report for review by our Compliance Committee. We would appreciate your response by end of
this week.
Thank you,
Gerry Hamaliuk
SusGlobal Energy
From: Gerald Hamaliuk
Sent: January 24, 2018 9:49 AM
To: 'Consoli, Angelo' <aconsoli(5)bdo.ca>
Cc: Andrew Chachula <achachula(5?gillespieiaw.ca>; Marc M. Hazout <mhazout(5)susglobalenergv.com>; Ike
Makrimichalos <imakrimichalos(a>susglobalenergv.com>: Kyle Plunkett <kplunkett(5)airdberlis,com>; Scott Stoll
<sstoll(a)airdberlis.com>; Mazur, Chris <CMazur(5)bdo.ca>
Subject: RE: Sampling and Analysis for Astoria Organic Matters
Angelo,
We went through the files onsite again and could find no detail or analytical results for the following:
From the Report you attached. Section 5 has a number of Actions to be taken. Could you forward details for Action
items 3 & 4?
Please let us know if the following analyses are available:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Quarterly analyses of the 2 creeks and Eastern Swale water
Quarterly analyses of leachate
Quarterly analyses of biofilter media
Quarterly analyses of groundwater wells
Compost analyses as required - we have the analysis of the compost sample from late August only
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SusGlobal appreciates that BDO only had control of the site for Q2 and Q3, but the records from operations in Q1 wer
also acquired when SusGlobal purchased the assets and we need those analyses in order to complete the 2017
Environmental Report. If we do not have the analyses on file, we will so advise the MOECC.
Best regards,
Gerry Hamaliuk
SusGlobal Energy
From: Consoli, Angelo [mailto:aconsoli(S)bdo.cal
Sent: January 17, 2018 10:03 AM
To: Gerald Hamaliuk <ghamaiiul<(S)susglobalenerev.com>
Cc: Andrew Chachula <achachula(5)gillespielaw.ca>: Marc M. Hazout <mhazout(5)susglobalenergv.com>: Ike
Makrimichalos <imakrimichalos(5)susglobalenergv.com>: Kyle Plunkett <kplunkett@airdberlis.com>: Scott Stoll
<sstoll(5>airdberlis.com>; Mazur, Chris <CMazur(5>bdo.ca>
Subject: RE: Sampling and Analysis for Astoria Organic Matters
Gerry, we are writing in response to your e-mail. We disagree with various assertions therein and we address certain
below.
Pond analysis:
Our understanding is that no water exited the pond as a result of VanSoelen incorrectly building the pond. Once the
pond was corrected the outfall where testing is to be taken should be the first overflow point and therefore testing
should be able to commence as per the ECA.
Our understanding is that prior to Closing, the only testing that occurred was by Pinchin as we outlined in our e-mail
below and that Pinchin and Mr. Hamilton both discussed this with the MOECC officer. This was documented in a
December 2016 Industrial Sewage Report - Section 2.2. Attached for your convenience is the MOECC’s response relating
to this matter. The Receiver understands that the actions required therein, were of an administrative nature and were
all complied with prior to the receivership.
Surface and groundwater samples:
Pinchin performed the test in Q1. As previously advised, in August 2017 they advised us of the lack of a signed
agreement and on September 12, 2017 that the next sample would be taken at the end of the month and they
acknowledged it would therefore be discussed with the purchaser and not the Receiver. Pinchin has been asked for a
copy of the Q1 report.
Regarding the e-mail correspondence with Pinchin (copied to Mr. Lavelle), it was at your request that we send notices
to all of the suppliers to provide them Mr. Lavelle’s contact information to set up accounts and arrange for ongoing
services. What was discussed between Pinchin and Mr. Lavelle, is not known to us, but as noted above, only 2 days
earlier Pinchin acknowledged they needed to be in contact with the Purchaser to discuss ongoing service
arrangements.
Compost Analysis:
Mr. Hamilton trained Vanessa prior to his departure on September 14, 2017 on how to collect and submit a sample and
we understand that Vanessa later trained an employee named Nick on how to take a sample and submit it to A&L.
The Biofilter media was tested by Astoria daily on the web-based Odour Control System which, with the exception of
Ammonia as discussed further below, tested a number of items including humidity, air temperatures, moisture, etc. As
a result, Astoria did not perform quarterly testing as testing was performed daily. We understand that the Web-Based
data was sent to a cellular phone number maintained by Mr. Hamilton and that SusGlobal funded the cost for one
month after Closing and then requested that Mr. Hamilton release the number and SusGlobal acknowledged that Mr.
Lavelle would make arrangements directly with Telus for the transfer of the account. With regards to the Ammonia
testing, Vanessa performed the testing twice daily and documented the results in a folder at the site called “Ammonia
Test Results”.

4
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We would encourage you to review the 2016 Annual Report. We understand Mr. Hamilton prepared it in a format that2 Q
lined up with the ECA points and that the MOECC was satisfied with its contents and style of reporting.
Kindest regards,
Angelo Consoli CA CPA CIRP LIT
Vice President
BDO Canada Limited
a consoli@bdo.ca
805 - 25 Main Street W.
Hamilton, ON L8P 1H1
Canada
Tel: 905-524-1008x 2861
Fax: 905-570-0249
www.bdo.ca

ufa Before you print think about the environment
From: Gerald Hamaliuk fmailto:ghamaliuk(5)susglobalenergv.com1
Sent: Friday, January 12, 2018 9:07 AM
To: Consoli, Angelo <aconsoli(5>bdo.ca>
Cc: Andrew Chachula <achachula(S>gillespielaw.ca>; Marc M. Hazout <mhazout(5>susglobalenergv.com>; Ike
Makrimichalos <imakrimichalos(S>susglobalenerEv.com>; Kyle Plunkett <kplunkettPairdberlis.com>; Scott Stoll
<sstoll(5)airdberlis.com>: Mazur, Chris <CMazur(5)bdo.ca>
Subject: RE: Sampling and Analysis for Astoria Organic Matters
Angelo,
Your responses to the ECA requirements for the time BDO was responsible for operations and the sample taken during
January, 2017 do not coincide with the requirements of the EGAs for the site.
Pond Analysis/Testing and Groundwater:
ECA 5515-9VEL3J in Tablel requires quarterly testing of the pond outfall during periods of rainfall when there is a flow
out of the ponds. May of 2017 had record rainfall that did not allow farmers to complete seeding because the soil was
saturated with water, causing tractors to become stuck in the fields. The ponds accumulate rainfall from 8.08 acres of
surface, more than half of which is covered by asphalt, so no seepage into groundwater. It is hard to believe no water
exited the ponds, but we will report to the MOECC that no outfall occurred during the time BDO operated the site,
quoting your assertion. However, Table 2 requires monthly sampling of the water in the pond outlet with a reduced
analytical requirement and no stipulation that a flow is required at the time of sampling. This is likely the analytical
result we found for January, 2017. Contrary to your assertions, Katy Potter has no record or recollection of the result
being reported to the MOECC, despite the NH3 being more than 100 times the allowable level and the Fe being more
than 3 times the allowable level. We will submit this analysis with the Annual Report, stating it was not reported to the
MOECC. SusGlobal reported a similar result to the MOECC in Q4 and the result was a request for a resample and
adherence to the terms of the Stormwater Contingency Plan for the site, as developed by Astoria Organic Matters.
Surface and groundwater samples:
ECA 0031-7UTRSS requires groundwater and surface water samples to be taken and analyzed each quarter. Tablel lists
the wells that are included and analytical requirements. We could not find a record of any analyses from the wells. In
addition, Table 2 requires surface water samples quarterly from Chrysal Creek and Number 10 Creek, both upstream
and downstream for both and from the Eastern Swale outlet. We could not find the record of these analyses. Please
forward at your earliest convenience.
5
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The e-mail you attached to the January 10, 2018 response has nothing at all to do with testing of surface and
groundwater by Pinchin. Rather, the only activity it refers to is the odor sampling and reporting from the Odor Survey
Pinchin conducted for BDO in July, 2017, which was completely botched up and left for SusGlobal to determine an
appropriate approach to complete the reporting for EGA compliance. We do not understand how the attached e-mail is
relevant to the subject at hand.
Compost Analysis:
First, how could Al Hamilton train an employee hired by SusGlobal on or after Sept. 18 when he was not onsite after
Sept. 15? In fact, I am the one who took the first two composite samples, inserted into a bag and sent them to A&L for
analysis via Canada Post. The final composite sample and sample from the biofilter media were collected by Min Qiu
and sent to A&L after we completed screening in late fall, so no one "trained" by Al Hamilton ever sampled the
compost. The allegation that SusGlobal did not pay A&L and thus did not receive any compost analytical results is
absurd and I am very surprised that you would make such a statement. All samples sent in were analyzed and the
results were sent to us in good time and then sent to the MOECC immediately when received, which is what was
requested by the MOECC.
The biofilter media also required sampling and testing on a quarterly basis, which SusGlobal did for the fourth quarter.
We could not find any record of the testing of the biofilter media during the first 3 quarters of 2017, Please forward
such test results for the Annual Report compliance.
Contrary to your responses in the e-mail of January 10, 2018, there are many requirements for analytical testing during
the time BDO operated the compost site. We did not think we needed to go into the details for analyses in our first
communication, as BDO would have been familiar with the ECA compliance requirements for the site. We provide
details in this response so there is no doubt regarding testing requirements.
Best regards,
Gerry Hamaliuk
SusGlobal Energy
From: Consoli, Angelo [mailto:aconsoli(5)bdo.ca1
Sent: January 10, 2018 4:58 PM
To: Gerald Hamaliuk <ghamaliuk(5)suselobalenergv.com>
Cc: Andrew Chachula <achachula(S)gillespielaw.ca>: Marc M. Hazout<mhazout(Ssusglobalenergv.com>: Ike
Makrimichalos <imakrimichalos(5)susglobalenergv.com>: Kyle Plunkett <kplunkettPairdberlis.com>; Scott Stoll
<sstollPairdberlis.com>: Mazur, Chris <CMazurPbdo.ca>
Subject: RE: Sampling and Analysis for Astoria Organic Matters
Gerry,
Thank you for your note. We have reviewed your e-mail and can advise you as follows with respect to your various
queries:
Pond Analysis / Testing:
We understand that the pond testing is required only when the sample can be obtained from the outfall structure of the
storm water pond. The outfall did not have water flow through it when under the management of Astoria or BDO.
The single sample referred to in your email was taken by Pinchin but the sample was taken directly from the pond (i.e.
the still portion of water in the pond). This was determined by the MOECC as a false sample as the sample requires flow.
6
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Katy Potter of the MOECC, during the Sewer Water ECA audit, considered this not to be a true sample and excluded it
from any required reporting. We were to wait to take any sampling until outfall occurred from the pond outlet
structure.
Up to the Closing Date, September 15, 2017, no samples were taken as the outfall was not active. We understand this
simply needs to be stated in the annual report filed with the MOECC. However, we understand that after the pond re
construction, which was completed in November / December 2017, sampling should have commenced again by the
facility owner (SusGlobal).
Surface and groundwater samples:
We understand that Pinchin performed this testing in or around March 2017, however, they realized they didn't have a
signed agreement with Astoria so they did not perform further testing. The Receiver was made aware of this on August
22,2017 when a proposal was sent to BDO for approval. The Receiver made immediate enquiries of Pinchin with
respect to the anticipated timing of the next testing. On September 12, 2017, Pinchin responded to advise the Receiver
that the next test could be performed by the end of September 2017 and asked if they should therefore deal with the
Purchaser. On September 13, 2017, when SusGlobal confirmed its intention to complete the transaction contemplated
by the APA, we advised Pinchin that they should therefore review this matter with the Purchaser. Furthermore, after
Closing, at 4:33 p.m. on September 15, 2017, we sent a follow up email notice and an introductory e-mail to Pinchin
with a copy to Mr. Lavelle (as per your instructions), a copy of which is attached hereto. We are not certain what
arrangements were made thereafter between Pinchin and SusGlobal.
Compost analysis:
We understand that there were a total of 8 samples tested which were taken in January (2), March, April, June, July (2),
and August. When Mr. Hamilton left the facility in September he instructed and trained an employee that SusGlobal
hired on how to take samples and send them to the testing lab in order to remain in compliance with the ECA. Without
completing the remaining three tests before year end, SusGlobal would be out of compliance. We understand that the
employee sent out a test sample in September 2017 to A&L Canada Laboratories, but the testing was not paid for by
SusGlobal so the lab did not release the results.
Kindest regards,
Angelo Consoli CA CPA CIRP LIT
Vice President
BDO Canada Limited
aconsoli@bdo.ca
805 - 25 Main Street W.
Hamilton, ON L8P 1H1
Canada
Tel: 905-524-1008 x 2861
Fax: 905-570-0249
www.bdo.ca
§#3
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From: Gerald Hamaliuk [mailto:ghamaliuk(5)susglobalenergv.com1
Sent: Tuesday, January 09, 2018 9:06 AM
To: Consoli, Angelo <aconsolil5)bdo.ca>
Cc: Andrew Chachula <achachulaiagillespieiaw.ca>: Marc M. Hazout <inhazout(S)susglobalenergv.com>: Ike
Makrimichalos <imakrimichalos(S)susglobalenergy.com>
Subject: Sampling and Analysis for Astoria Organic Matters
7
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Angelo,
We looked for the analyses required by the ECA conditions for the site and only found one pond analysis as attached,
and it is out of compliance for NH3 - 2.89 vs 0.02 allowed and Fe -1.15 vs 0.30 allowed. This should have triggered an
Exceedence Report to the MOECC, a resample, and if that is still high, initiating the Stormwater Contingency Plan as
attached. None of those actions was initiated, in direct contravention of the ECA conditions. I contacted the MOECC and
there is no record of an Exceedence Report or resampling. We need this for the 2017 Annual Report. We also need the
analyses for monthly and quarterly surface and groundwater samples to Q3 of 2017 as outlined in the Pinchin proposal
attached. Pinchin did the analyses and Report for 2016, but when I contacted the branch that did the work in 2016,they
confirmed that their proposal was not signed back and Pinchin did no analytical work. We also only have one compost
analysis from August of 2017, but no more.
Please get back to us with the analytical results that are required as a condition of the ECA for the site during the time
BDO operated same.
SteSloM Efssrgy Corp.

Geratd K Hamaiiafc
Chief Brnffi'/a attar
200 Daraftport Read
Torenta, Ontario
Canada, ?jS5H 1J2
Telepftone
41&J223.8500
Toi! Free
866.5f2..SESS

Facsimile
416.223.8507
E-mail
ghsmaM@susg£oi3aiehergy,com

SusGlobal Energy’
Csrin?

Earth?! Jwrwnr

Wetelte
A Ca®or? Nesrirsi Cotrparsy

The information contained in this communication is confidential and intended only for the use of those to whom it fe addressed. If you have
received this communication in error, please notify me by telephone (collect if necessary) and delete or destroy any copies of it. Thank you.
BDO Canada LLP (and its affiliates), a Canadian limited liability partnership, is a member of BDO International Limited, a UK company limited
by guarantee, and forms part of the international BDO network of independent member firms,
BDO is the brand name for the BDO network and for each of the BDO Member Firms.
Le contenu de ce courriel est confidentiel et a I'intentlon du (des) destinataire(s) seulement. Si vous recevez cette transmission par erreur,
veuillez m'aviser imm^diatement par telephone en utilisant le numero mentionne cl-haut (a frais vir£s si necessaire). Veuillez effacer ou
detruire toutes copies de ce courriel repues. Merci de votre collaboration.
BDO Canada s.r.I./S.E.N.C.R.L. (et ses flllales), une societe canadienne a responsabilite limitee/soctete en norn collectif a responsabilite
llmitee, est membre de BDO International Limited, societe de droit anglais, et fait partie du reseau international de societes membres
independantes BDO.
BDO est la marque utilises pour designer le reseau BDO et chacune de ses socidtes membres.
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From: Al Hamilton [mailto:aHamllton@a5toi-|aoroanlcsxom1
Sent: February 5, 2017 7:09 PM
To: James.Mahonev@ontanb.ca
Cc: Potter, Katy (MOECC) (Kalv.PoLter@ontario.ca')
Subject: FW: Signed letter
James and Katy,
As per our Industrial Sewage Inspection Report Section 5.0 point 4. please see attached letter from the Cobourg waste
water treatment plant. They can accept our leachate waters.
The hauling company will be Smith's Septic licence number 3142-858RH9.
I trust this satisfies this action required.

Allan Hamilton, MBA
President & CEO
Astoria Organic Matters Ltd.
cellular: 613 449-6214
email: aham i lton@astoriaorgan ics.com

organic matters

From: Jennifer Leno rmailto:lieno@cob6urq-ca1
Sent: February 2, 2017 9:22 AM
To: Al Hamilton
Subject: Re: Signed letter
Hi Al
i
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Here you go!!
Cheers!
Jenn

Jennifer Lena, 'BSc.
Environmental Officer
Risk Management Official and Inspector
Environmental Services
Town of Cobourg
905-372-7332
Chairperson, MESUG

From: Al Hamilton <ahamilton<S)astonaorganics.com>
Sent: Tuesday, January 31, 2017 4:56 PM
To: Jennifer Leno
Subject: Signed letter
Jennifer,
I know you sent the signed letter, but I do not see the email. Can you resend it please. So sorry thanks.

Allan Hamilton, MBA
President & CEO
Astoria Organic Matters Ltd,
cellular: 613 449-6214
emaiI: aha in i I ton@asloriaoriian ics.com

organic matters

2
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Victoria Hall
55 King Street West
Cobourg, ON.
K9A 2M2

Jan. 16,2017

A1 Hamilton
Astoria Organic Matters Canada LP
704 Phillipson Road
Roslin, Ontario
K0K2Y0

Dear Mr. Hamilton:
We have reviewed the analytical data for the leachate collected from the Astoria Organic
Matters facility in Roslin, Ontario. Based on this data we are confident that our Sequence
Batch Reactor (SBR), located at the Lucas Point Water Pollution Control Plant on
Normar Road, will be able to adequately treat this material on a contingency basis.
The available capacity in the SBR varies from day to day, depending on others who have
elected to use our facility for similar purposes. In this regard we would ask that you
please contact us prior to sending this material, to arrange an appropriate time for
delivery. Verbal consent to discharge at the Lucas Point facility can be obtained from
one of the following:
1. Bill Peeples (Environmental Services Manager): 905-372-7332
2. Scott Huffman (Forman at Lucas Point facility),: 905-372-5539
3. Jennifer Leno (Environmental Technician): 905-372-7332
It is understood by all parties that there can be no guarantees that the Town of Cobourg
can unconditionally accept the leachate from your facility. Domestic leachate from our
landfill sites must be accepted on a priority basis. If tire incoming volume from your
facility would cause us to exceed the maximum capacity of the SBR unit, we would not
be able to accept it. Historically, such conditions are rare; however, we would like you to
be aware that this is a possibility .
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The address of the facility to which you are to discharge your leachate is:
Lucas Point Water Pollution Control Plant (Plant #2)
95 Normal Road
Cobourg, Ontario
K9A 4J8
905-372-5539
The disposal rate for leachate is dependent upon the organic strength of the material
received. Our rate schedule can be obtained from the Town of Cobourg website at
www.cobourg.ca or by contacting Jennifer Leno at the 905-372-7732.
If you have any questions regarding this issue, please give me a call.

Bill Peeples, Manager
Environmental Services
Town of Cobourg
905-372-7332
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Miranda Spence
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Consoli, Angelo <aconsoli@bdo.ca>
February-23-18 5:44 PM
Gerald Hamaliuk
Andrew Chachula; Marc M. Hazout; Ike Makrimichalos; Kyle Plunkett; Scott Stoll; Mazur,
Chris
RE: Sampling and Analysis for Astoria Organic Matters
2526_001.pdf

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

Greetings Gerry, we are writing in response to your e-mails below. With respect to the data requested, we have put a copy
of the server back-up on a USB key and it is being couriered to your office to your attention along with files on the MOE
and contracts. The password for the USB Key is: 80id8w*q2##M
Regarding the other matters we note as follows:
Action Item: #3 we clarified this with Mr. Hamilton and he advised that Pinchin Environmental was the party
that would carry out this testing. However, as per our prior correspondence, this testing was not initiated by Pinchin and is
therefore reflected in the Pinchin letter that pertains to the 2017 testing.
Regarding Action item #4, we located the response of the MOECC Distinct Manager accepting Astoria's
arrangement and Smith’s Septic as a hauler. A copy is attached for your reference.
With respect to the biofilter data, we understand that the biofilter data results did form part of the 2016 annual
report. The biofilter data results for the biofilter was tested on a daily basis and Mr. Hamilton advises that he appended
samples for the MOECC’s consideration and all other daily test results were available to the MOECC upon request.
Astoria did not summarize these results into quarterly reports as the MOECC accepted the daily results. There is a file
called Odour Control that is included in the MOE file on the USB key which contains the testing results.
In addition, Ammonia had to be tested as a separate test which Astoria performed and recorded. Mr. Hamilton
advises that the testing was conducted twice a day within an 8 hour period and the results were recorded in the scale
computer in a spreadsheet maintained by Vanessa and called ‘Ammonia Testing35. *Vanessa also maintained a hard copy in
a file called ‘Bio Filter Building file’.
In summary, our understanding is that the testing requirements include:
1) Sewer Works EGA - Pinchin did not perform the testing as per the Pinchin letter dated February 15, 2018;
2) Waste Site ECA - The compost testing and biofilter testing were completed on a daily basis up to the closing date
- as noted above, the MOE file contains the daily results;
3) Noise and Air ECA - as you are aware, Pinchin perfonned this testing (not under normal Astoria operating
procedures) in July 2017 and issued their DRAFT report on October 5, 2017, a copy of which was not provided to
the Receiver.
Kindest regards,
Angelo Consoli CA CPA CIRP LIT
Vice President
BDO Canada Limited
l
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aconsoti@bdo.ca
805 - 25 Main Street W.
Hamilton, ON L8P 1H1
Canada
Tel: 905-524-1008 x 2861
Fax: 905-570-0249
www.bdo.ca
gjiSj Before you print think about the environment
From: Gerald Hamaliuk [mailto:ghamaliuk(5)susglobalenergv.com1
Sent: Sunday, February 18, 2018 7:21 PM
To: Consoli, Angelo <aconsoli(5)bdo.ca>
Cc: Andrew Chachula <achachula(5)Eillespielaw.ca>: Marc M. Hazout <mhazout(S)susglobalenergv.com>; Ike
Makrimichalos <imakrimichalosiS>susglobalenergy.com>: Kyle Plunkett <kplunkett@airdberlis.com>: Scott Stoll
<5stoll(S>airdberlis.com>: Mazur, Chris <CMazur(5>bdo.ca>
Subject: RE: Sampling and Analysis for Astoria Organic Matters
Thank you for this, Angelo.

We have looked through all the files in the computers on site and the back-up on the Cloud, but cannot find all these
files and communications you are coming up with. Since last September, we have paid huge fees to the IT firm that
worked with Astoria and he still cannot access this information. Could you please send all the back-up files that BDO
said they had downloaded and Astoria e-mails that pertain to matters for ECA compliance and contract matters? None
of this information is in the system onsite, so it must be on some other device and we need to have access to that
information. This should include the e-mail to Cobourg that has the leachate analysis in an attachment that is
referenced.
Best regards,
Gerry Hamaliuk
SusGloba! Energy
From: Consoli, Angelo fmailto:aconsoli(5>bdo.ca1
Sent: February 16, 2018 4:35 PM
To: Gerald Hamaliuk <ghamaliuk(S)susglobalenergv.com>
Cc: Andrew Chachula <achachula(5>gillespielaw.ca>; Marc M. Hazout <mhazout(5>susglobalenergy.com>: Ike
Makrimichalos <imakrimichalostS?susglobalenergy.com>: Kyle Plunkett <kplunkett(5>airdberlis.com>; Scott Stoll
<sstoll(5>airdberlis.com>; Mazur, Chris <CMazur(a>bdo.ca>
Subject: RE: Sampling and Analysis for Astoria Organic Matters
Thanks for your e-mail Gerry. With respect to Action item #4, we have located the agreement with Cobourg as well as
the e-mail to the MOECC to advise that the hauler of the leachate will be Smith’s Septic which we understand the
MOECC accepted (please see attached). We will review the balance of your note and will get back to you as soon as
possible.
Kindest regards,
Angelo Consoli CA CPA CIRP LIT
Vice President
BDO Canada Limited
aconso(i@bdo.ca
805 - 25 Main Street W.
2
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Hamilton, OH L8P 1H1
Canada
Tel: 905-524-1008 x 2861
Fax: 905-570-0249
www.bdo.ca

30

rus^ Before you print think about the environment.
From: Gerald Hamaliuk [mailto:ghamaliuk(5?suselobalenergy.com1
Sent: Friday, February 16, 2018 2:46 PM
To: Consoli, Angelo <aconsoli(5>bdo.ca>
Cc: Andrew Chachula <achachula(5>gillespielaw.ca>; Marc M. Hazout <mhazout(5)susglobalenerEV.com>: Ike
Makrimichalos <imakrimichalos@susglobalenerEv.com>; Kyle Plunkett <kplunkett@airdberlis.com>; Scott Stoll
<sstoll(5)airdberlis.com>; Mazur, Chris <CMazur(5)bdo.ca>
Subject: RE: Sampling and Analysis for Astoria Organic Matters
Greetings Angelo,
I want to clarify a few items in your response:
Action Item #3 is to provide to the MOECC Director quarterly analyses of leachate. That was done for 2016, but not for
0,1 of 2017, which was also part of the request.
Action item #4 is to provide a signed Agreement for disposing of leachate, including the name and approval number of
the hauler-Smith's Septic is not an approved hauler of hazardous liquid waste. We do not have a copy of the
Agreement with Cobourg WWTP.
Please provide a copy of the Letter Agreement from Pinchin in August of 2017 regarding the water testing that you
forwarded to SusGlobal. We cannot find it. Maybe you are confusing it with the odor testing program?
We did not ask for the biofilter data results -they did not go into the 2016 Annual Report and are not part of the
monitoring requirement. We asked for the quarterly analyses of the biofilter media, which is required in the ECA.
In summary, Astoria and BDO have no analytical results to offer for the monitoring required in the ECA for 2017 except
for 6 compost analyses? '
Best regards,
Gerry Hamaliuk
SusGlobal Energy

From: Consoli, Angelo lmailto:aconsoli@bdo.ca1
Sent: February 16, 2018 1:01 PM
To: Gerald Hamaliuk <ghamaliuk(S)susglobalenergv.com>
Cc: Andrew Chachula <achachula(S)gillespielaw.ca>: Marc M. Hazout <mhazout@susglobalenergv.com>; Ike
Makrimichalos <imakrimichalos@susglobalenergv.com>: Kyle Plunkett <kplunkett@airdberlis.com>: Scott Stoll
<sstoll@airdberlis.com>; Mazur, Chris <CMazur@bdo.ca>
Subject: RE: Sampling and Analysis for Astoria Organic Matters
Greetings Gerry, we have been following up on and/or compiling the information requested and can advise as follows:
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With respect to Action Items #3 and #4 from the MOECC report, based on our discussions with Mr. Hamittoh, we
understand that Item #3 related to the 2016 Annual report and was complied with, but we do not have the
documentation in support of this as the Receiver did not remove the records from the Astoria site. With respect to
item #4, per Mr. Hamilton, an arrangement was made with the Cobourg Waste Water Treatment Plant for the off-site
disposal of the Leachate and the carrier was Smith’s Septic.

In reference to the analysis you have requested further below (i.e. items #1 to #5), we have been in contact with
Pirichin regarding items #1, 2 and 4. We had understood that the Q1 testing was completed, however, Pinchin has
advised us that the testing was not initiated but that they believe the results are trending in the right direction based
on the 2016 results. A copy of a letter issued by Pinchin is attached hereto for your reference and we are advised you
can append the letter to your Annual Report. As previously noted below, the Receiver was notified in August 2017 that
there was no agreement in place with Astoria and on September 12th when Pinchin responded to the Receiver that the
testing would be performed by the end of September, Pinchin was advised to contact SusGlobal relating to the ongoing
testing.
With respect to the Biofilter reports (item #3) we have sourced a report for each month and Al has reviewed the
reports and advised this is the information that he would include in the Annual Report. If you have any specific
questions about the reports/you can contact Mr. Hamilton. Please note that the formatting of the reports changed
from ‘txt’ files to ‘csv’ files after March and the post March reports all have the same title. Accordingly, to make it
easier to identify the applicable month, I will send a distinct e-mail for each monthly report (i.e. for April to
September) so that you know which month the report relates to. The data for certain of the months totals approx. 9
MB so I will send the April through September reports to you, to avoid everyone on this chain having full e-mail boxes.
If you do not get a separate e-mail for each month from April to September please let me know and I can resend any
that don’t get through.
With regards to item #5, the information was provided in a prior e-mail dated January 25, 2018.
Kindest regards,
Angelo Consoli CA CPA CIRP LIT
Vice President
BDO Canada Limited
aconsoli@bdo.ca
805 - 25 Main Street W.
Hamilton, ON L8P 1H1
Canada
Tel: 905-524-1008 x 2861
Fax: 905-570-0249
www.bdo.ca
Before you print think about the environment
From: Gerald Hamaliuk lmailto:ghamaliuk(S)susglobalenergv.com1
Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2018 4:06 PM
To: Consoli, Angelo <aconsoli(5)bdo,ca>
Cc: Andrew Chachula <achachula(Sgillespielaw.ca>; Marc M. Hazout <mhazout(S>susglobalenergy.com>; Ike
Makrimichalos <imakrimichalos(S?susglobalenergv.com>: Kyle Plunkett <kplunkettl5)airdberlis.com>: Scott Stoll
<sstoll(5)airdberlis.com>; Mazur, Chris <CMazur(S)bdo.ca>
Subject: RE: Sampling and Analysis for Astoria Organic Matters
Angelo,
I have not received any response to my Jan. 24 e-mail below. Could you please let us know the status of both Action
items 3&4 from the MOECC Report and the list of required analyses below. The Annual Report is due in March and we
are finalizing the draft Report for review by our Compliance Committee. We would appreciate your response by end of
this week.
4
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Thank you,
Gerry Hamaliuk
SusGlobal Energy
From: Gerald Hamaliuk
Sent: January 24, 2018 9:49 AM
To: 'Consoli, Angelo1 <aconsoli(5)bdo.ca>
Cc: Andrew Chachula <achachula(S>gillespielaw.ca>; Marc M. Hazout <mhazout(S?susglobalenergv.com>: Ike
Makrimichalos <imakrimichalos(5)susglobalenergv.com>: Kyle Plunkett <kplunkett(5)airdberlis.com>: Scott Stoll
<sstoll(5)airdberlis.com>: Mazur, Chris <CMazur(S)bdo.ca>
Subject: RE: Sampling and Analysis for Astoria Organic Matters
Angelo,
We went through the files onsite again and could find no detail or analytical results for the following:
From the Report you attached, Section 5 has a number of Actions to be taken. Could you forward details for Action
items 3 & 4?
Please let us know if the following analyses are available:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Quarterly analyses of the 2 creeks and Eastern Swale water
Quarterly analyses of leachate
Quarterly analyses of biofilter media
Quarterly analyses of groundwater wells
Compost analyses as required - we have the analysis of the compost sample from late August only

SusGlobal appreciates that BDO only had control of the site for Q2 and Q3, but the records from operations in Q1 were
also acquired when SusGlobal purchased the assets and we need those analyses in orderto complete the 2017
Environmental Report. If we do not have the analyses on file, we will so advise the MOECC.
Best regards,
Gerry Hamaliuk
SusGlobal Energy
From: Consoli, Angelo fmailto:aconsoli(S)bdo.cal
Sent: January 17, 2018 10:03 AM
To: Gerald Hamaliuk <ghamaliuk@susglobalenergv.com>
Cc: Andrew Chachula <3chachula(a)gillespielaw.ca>; Marc M. Hazout <mhazout@susglobalenergv.com>: Ike
Makrimichalos <imakrimichalos(5>susglobalenergv.com>: Kyle Plunkett <kplunkett@airdberlis.com>: Scott Stoll
<sstoll(S)airdberlis.com>; Mazur, Chris <CMazur(5)bdo.ca>
Subject: RE: Sampling and Analysis for Astoria Organic Matters
Gerry, we are writing in response to your e-mail. We disagree with various assertions therein and we address certain
below.
Pond analysis:
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Our understanding is that no water exited the pond as a result of VanSoelen incorrectly building the pond. Once the
pond was corrected the outfall where testing is to be taken should be the first overflow point and therefore testing
should be able to commence as per the EGA.
Our understanding is that prior to Closing, the only testing that occurred was by Pinchin as we outlined in our e-mail
below and that Pinchin and Mr. Hamilton both discussed this with the MOECC officer. This was documented in a
December 2016 Industrial Sewage Report - Section 2.2. Attached for your convenience is the MOECC’s response relating
to this matter. The Receiver understands that the actions required therein, were of an administrative nature and were
all complied with prior to the receivership.

Surface and groundwater samples:
Pinchin performed the test in Q1. As previously advised, in August 2017 they advised us of the lack of a signed
agreement and on September 12, 2017 that the next sample would be taken at the end of the month and they
acknowledged it would therefore be discussed with the purchaser and not the Receiver. Pinchin has been asked for a
copy of the Q1 report.
Regarding the e-mail correspondence with Pinchin (copied to Mr. Lavelle), it was at your request that we send notices
to all of the suppliers to provide them Mr. Lavelle’s contact information to set up accounts and arrange for ongoing
services. What was discussed between Pinchin and Mr. Lavelle, is not known to us, but as noted above, only 2 days
earlier Pinchin acknowledged they needed to be in contact with the Purchaser to discuss ongoing service
arrangements.
Compost Analysis:
Mr. Hamilton trained Vanessa prior to his departure on September 14, 2017 on how to collect and submit a sample and
we understand that Vanessa later trained an employee named Nick on how to take a sample and submit it to A&L.
The Biofilter media was tested by Astoria daily on the web-based Odour Control System which, with the exception of
Ammonia as discussed further below, tested a number of items including humidity, air temperatures, moisture, etc. As
a result, Astoria did not perform quarterly testing as testing was performed daily. We understand that the Web-Based
data was sent to a cellular phone number maintained by Mr. Hamilton and that SusGlobal funded the cost for one
month after Closing and then requested that Mr, Hamilton release the number and SusGlobal acknowledged that Mr.
Lavelle would make arrangements directly with Telus for the transfer of the account. With regards to the Ammonia
testing, Vanessa performed the testing twice daily and documented the results in a folder at the site called “Ammonia
Test Results”.
We would encourage you to review the 2016 Annual Report, We understand Mr. Hamilton prepared it in a format that
lined up with the ECA points and that the MOECC was satisfied with its contents and style of reporting.
Kindest regards,
Angelo Consoli CA CPA CIRP LIT
Vice President
BDO Canada Limited
aconsoli@bdo.ca
805 - 25 Main Street W.
Hamilton, ON L8P 1H1
Canada
Tel: 905-524-1008 x 2861
Fax: 905-570-0249
www.bdo.ca
Before you print think about the environment
From: Gerald Hamaliuk [mailto:ghamaliuk(S>susglobalenergv.com1
Sent: Friday, January 12, 2018 9:07 AM
To: Consoli, Angelo <aconsoli(5)bdo.ca>
Cc: Andrew Chachula <achachula@gillespielaw.ca>; Marc M. Hazout <mhazoutf5)susglobalenergv.com>: Ike
6
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Makrimichalos <imakrimichalos(5)susglobalenergv.com>: Kyle Plunkett <kplunkett(5>airdberlis.com>: Scott' Stoll
<s5toll(5)ai'rdberlis.com>: Mazur, Chris <CMazurtS)bdo.ca>
Subject: RE: Sampling and Analysis for Astoria Organic Matters
Angelo,
Your responses to the ECA requirements for the time BDO was responsible for operations and the sample taken during
January, 2017 do not coincide with the requirements of the EGAs for the site.
Pond Analysis/Testing and Groundwater:
ECA 5515-9VEL3J in Tablel requires quarterly testing of the pond outfall during periods of rainfall when there is a flow
out of the ponds. May of 2017 had record rainfall that did not allow farmers to complete seeding because the soil was
saturated with water, causing tractors to become stuck in the fields. The ponds accumulate rainfall from 8.08 acres of
surface, more than half of which is covered by asphalt, so no seepage into groundwater. It is hard to believe no water
exited the ponds, but we will report to the MOECC that no outfall occurred during the time BDO operated the site,
quoting your assertion. However, Table 2 requires monthly sampling of the water in the pond outlet with a reduced
analytical requirement and no stipulation that a flow is required at the time of sampling. This is likely the analytical
result we found for January, 2017. Contrary to your assertions, Katy Potter has no record or recollection of the result
being reported to the MOECC, despite the NHB being more than 100 times the allowable level and the Fe being more
than 3 times the allowable level. We will submit this analysis with the Annual Report, stating it was not reported to the
MOECC. SusGlobai reported a similar result to the MOECC in Q4 and the result was a request for a resample and
adherence to the terms of the Stormwater Contingency Plan for the site, as developed by Astoria Organic Matters.
Surface and groundwater samples:
ECA 0031-7UTRSS requires groundwater and surface water samples to be taken and analyzed each quarter. Tablel lists
the wells that are included and analytical requirements. We could not find a record of any analyses from the wells. In
addition, Table 2 requires surface water samples quarterly from Chrysal Creek and Number 10 Creek, both upstream
and downstream for both and from the Eastern Swale outlet. We could not find the record of these analyses. Please
forward at your earliest convenience.
The e-mail you attached to the January 10, 2018 response has nothing at all to do with testing of surface and
groundwater by Pinchin. Rather, the only activity it refers to is the odor sampling and reporting from the Odor Survey
Pinchin conducted for BDO in July, 2017, which was completely botched up and left for SusGlobai to determine an
appropriate approach to complete the reporting for ECA compliance. We do not understand how the attached e-mail is
relevant to the subject at hand.
Compost Analysis:
First, how could Al Hamilton train an employee hired by SusGlobai on or after Sept. 18 when he was not onsite after
Sept. 15? In fact, 1 am the one who took the first two composite samples, inserted into a bag and sent them to A&L for
analysis via Canada Post. The final composite sample and sample from the biofilter media were collected by Min Qiu
and sent to A&L after we completed screening in late fall, so no one "trained" by Al Hamilton ever sampled the
compost. The allegation that SusGlobai did not pay A&L and thus did not receive any compost analytical results is
absurd and I am very surprised that you would make such a statement. All samples sent in were analyzed and the
results were sent to us in good time and then sent to the MOECC immediately when received, which is what was
requested by the MOECC.
The biofilter media also required sampling and testing on a quarterly basis, which SusGlobai did for the fourth quarter.
We could not find any record of the testing of the biofilter media during the first 3 quarters of 2017. Please forward
such test results for the Annual Report compliance.
7
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Contrary to your responses in the e-mail of January 10, 2018, there are many requirements for analytical testing during
the time BDO operated the compost site. We did not think we needed to go into the details for analyses in our first
communication, as BDO would have been familiar with the ECA compliance requirements for the site. We provide
details in this response so there is no doubt regarding testing requirements.
Best regards,
Gerry Hamaliuk
SusGlobalEnergy
From: Consoli, Angelo Fmailto:aconsoli@bdo.ca1
Sent: January 10, 2018 4:58 PM
To: Gerald Hamaliuk <ghamaliuk(5>susglobalenergy.coin>
Cc: Andrew Chachula <achachula@gillespielaw,ca>: Marc M. Hazout <mhazout@susglobalenergv.com>: Ike
Makrimichalos <imakrimichalos(a>susglobalenergy.com>: Kyle Plunkett <kplunkett(5)airdberlis.com>: Scott Stoll
<sstoll(S)airdberlis.com>: Mazur, Chris <CMazur(Sbdoxa>
Subject: RE: Sampling and Analysis for Astoria Organic Matters
Gerry,
Thank you for your note. We have reviewed your e-mail and can advise you as follows with respect to your various
queries:
Pond Analysis / Testing:
We understand that the pond testing is required only when the sample can be obtained from the outfall structure of the
storm water pond. The outfall did not have water flow through it when under the management of Astoria or BDO.
The single sample referred to in your email was taken by Pinchin but the sample was taken directly from the pond (i.e.
the still portion of water in the pond). This was determined by the MOECC as a false sample as the sample requires flow.
Katy Potter of the MOECC, during the Sewer Water ECA audit, considered this not to be a true sample and excluded it
from any required reporting. We were to wait to take any sampling until outfall occurred from the pond outlet
structure.
Up to the Closing Date, September 15, 2017, no samples were taken as the outfall was not active. We understand this
simply needs to be stated in the annual report filed with the MOECC. However, we understand that after the pond re
construction, which was completed in November / December 2017, sampling should have commenced again by the
facility owner (SusGlobal).
Surface and groundwater samples:
We understand that Pinchin performed this testing in or around March 2017, however, they realized they didn't have a
signed agreement with Astoria so they did not perform further testing. The Receiver was made aware of this on August
22, 2017 when a proposal was sent to BDO for approval. The Receiver made immediate enquiries of Pinchin with
respect to the anticipated timing of the next testing. On September 12, 2017, Pinchin responded to advise the Receiver
that the next test could be performed by the end of September 2017 and asked if they should therefore deal with the
Purchaser. On September 13, 2017, when SusGlobal confirmed its intention to complete the transaction contemplated
by the APA, we advised Pinchin that they should therefore review this matter with the Purchaser. Furthermore, after
Closing, at 4:33 p.m. on September 15, 2017, we sent a follow up email notice and an introductory e-mail to Pinchin
with a copy to Mr. Lavelle (as per your instructions), a copy of which is attached hereto. We are not certain what
arrangements were made thereafter between Pinchin and SusGlobal.
8
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Compost analysis:
We understand that there were a total of 8 samples tested which were taken in January (2), March, April, June, July (2),
and August. When Mr. Hamilton left the facility in September he instructed and trained an employee that SusGlobal
hired on how to take samples and send them to the testing lab in order to remain in compliance with the ECA. Without
completing the remaining three tests before year end, SusGlobal would be out of compliance. We understand that the
employee sent out a test sample in September 2017 to A&L Canada Laboratories, but the testing was not paid for by
SusGlobal so the lab did not release the results.
Kindest regards,
Angelo Consoli CA CPA CIRP LIT
Vice President
BDO Canada Limited
aconsoli®bdo.ca
805 - 25 Main Street W.
Hamilton, ON L8P 1H1
Canada
Tel: 905-524-1008 x 2861
Fax: 905-570-0249
www.bdo.ca
tsjL Before you print think about the environment
From: Gerald Hamaliuk fmailto:ghamaliuk(5)susglobalenergv.com1
Sent: Tuesday, January 09, 2018 9:06 AM
To: Consoli, Angelo <aconsoli@bdo.ca>
Cc: Andrew Chachula <achachula@gillespielaw.ca>: Marc M. Hazout <mhazout(5)susglobalenergv.com>: Ike
Makrimichalos <imakrimichalos(5)susglobalenergv.com>
Subject: Sampling and Analysis for Astoria Organic Matters
Angelo,
We looked for the analyses required by the ECA conditions for the site and only found one pond analysis as attached,
and it is out of compliance for NH3 - 2.89 vs 0.02 allowed and Fe -1.15 vs 0.30 allowed. This should have triggered an
Exceedence Report to the MOECC, a resample, and if that is still high, initiating the Stormwater Contingency Plan as
attached. None of those actions was initiated, in direct contravention of the ECA conditions. I contacted the MOECC and
there is no record of an Exceedence Report or resampling. We need this for the 2017 Annual Report. We also need the
analyses for monthly and quarterly surface and groundwater samples to Q3 of 2017 as outlined in the Pinchin proposal
attached. Pinchin did the analyses and Report for 2016, but when I contacted the branch that did the work in 2016, they
confirmed that their proposal was not signed back and Pinchin did no analytical work. We also only have one compost
analysis from August of 2017, but no more.
Please get back to us with the analytical results that are required as a condition of the ECA for the site during the time
BDO operated same,
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The information contained in this communication is confidential and intended only for the use of those to whom it is addressed. If you have
received this communication in error, please notify me by telephone (collect if necessary) and delete or destroy any copies of it. Thank you.
BDO Canada LLP (and its affiliates), a Canadian limited liability partnership, is a member of EDO International Limited, a UK company limited
by guarantee, and forms part of the international BDO network of independent member firms,
BDO is the brand name for the BDO network and for each of the BDO Member Firms.
Le contenu de ce courriel est confldentiel et a Tintention du (des) destinataire(s) seulement Si vous recevez cette transmission par erreur,
veuillez m'aviser immediatement par telephone en utilisant le numero mentionne ci-haut (a frais vires si necessaire). Veuillez effacer ou
detruire toutes copies de ce courriel replies-. Herd de votre collaboration.
BDO Canada s.r.I./S.E.N.C.R.L. (et ses filiates), une' societe canadienne & responsabilite limitee/societe en nom collectif a responsabilitd
limitee, est membre de BDO International Limited, societe de droit anglais, et. fait partie du reseau international de societes membres
independantes BDO.
BDO est la marque utilisee pour designer le reseau BDO et chacune de ses societes membres.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Mahoney, James (MOECC) <James.Mahoney@ontario.ca>
Tuesday, February 07, 2017 12:45 PM
Ai Hamilton
Potter, Katy (MOECC); Tahirali, Emma (MOECC)
RE: Signed letter

Mr. Hamilton

f

Thank you for your email of February 5, 2017, advising that Smith’s Septic has been secured to haul
liquid industrial waste from the Astoria Organic Matters IP facility in Roblin, Ontario to the Lucas
Point Water Pollution Control Plant.
In the letter you supplied from the Municipality of Cobourg it is concluded that the leachate hauled
from your facility is unlikely to adversely impact the performance of the Lucas Point Water Pollution
Control Plant, so long as contact is made with the municipality in advance of leachate shipments.
I note that Ministry Environmental Officer Katy Potter, in an email dated Februaty 6, 2017 has
provided guidance in matters pertaining to generator manifesting.
Given the above, I endorse actions taken.

Jim Mahoney
Manager (A)
Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change
Kingston District Office
Phone; (613) 548-6902
Email: iames.mahonev@ontario.ca

From: AI Hamilton [mailto:ahamilton@astoriaorganics.com]
Sent: February-05-17 7:09 PM
To: Mahoney, James (MOECC)
Cc: Potter, Katy (MOECC)
Subject: FW: Signed letter
James and Katy,
As per our Industrial Sewage Inspection Report Section 5.0 point 4. please see attached letter from the Cobourg waste
water treatment plant. They can accept our leachate waters.
The hauling company will be Smith's Septic licence number 3142-858RH9.
i trust this satisfies this action required.

t

Allan Hamilton, MBA
President & CEO
Astoria Organic Matters Ltd.
cellular: 613 449-6214
email: ahaiTiilton@asteriao.mtm-ic.s-.-c,oftrt-

ASTORIA
organic matters

From: Jennifer Leno fmaiito:ileno@cobourqxal
Sent: February 2, 2017 9:22 AM
To: Al Hamilton
Subject: Re: Signed letter
Hi Al
Here you go!!

Cheers!
Jenn

Jennifer Leno, 'BSc.
Environmental Officer
Risk Management Official and Inspector
Environmental Services
Town of Cobourg
905-372-7332
Chairperson, MESUG

From: Al Hamilton <ahamilton(8tastoriaoraanics.com>
Sent: Tuesday, January 31, 2017 4:56 PM
To: Jennifer Leno
Subject: Signed letter
2
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Jennifer,
I know you sent the signed letter, but 1 do not see the email. Can you resend it please. So sorry thanks.

Allan Hamilton, MBA
President & CEO
Astoria Organic Matters Ltd,
cellular: 613 449-6214
email: ahannltoi:i@astdriaom;inii.is.cuin

ASTQRIA
organic matters

3
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From: Consoli, Angelo
Sent: Monday, March 26, 2018 11:50 AM
To: Gerald Hamaliuk<ghamaliuk(5)susglobalenergv.com>
Cc: Marc M. Hazout <mhazout(S)susglobalenergv.com>: Ike Makrimichalos <imakrimichalos(S)susglobalenergv.com>;
Mazur, Chris <CMazur(5>bdo.ca>
Subject: RE: 2017 Environmental Report
Gerry, thank you for your e-mail. At the end of the Report, it states:
“In summary, SusGlobal Energy, partly on behalf of Astoria Organics and BDO (the Receiver) submits this 2017
Annual Report...”
Per our e-mail below, please delete “partly on behalf of Astoria Organics and BDO (the Receiver)” in its entirety.
Kindest regards,
Angelo Consoli CA CPA CIRP LIT
Vice President
BDO Canada Limited
aconsoli@bdo.ca
805 - 25 Main Street W.
Hamilton, ON L8P 1H1
Canada
Tel: 905-524-1008 x 2861
Fax: 905-570-0249
www.bdo.ca

1
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(!#i Before you print, think about the environment
From: Gerald Hamaliuk fmailto:ghamaliuk(a>susglobalenergv.com1
Sent: Monday, March 26, 2018 10:43 AM
To: Consoli, Angelo <aconsoli(S)bdo.ca>
Cc: Marc M. Hazout <mhazout(5>susglobalenergv.com>; Ike Makrimichalos <imakrimichalos(5)susglobalenergv.com>;
Mazur, Chris <CMazur@bdo.ca>
Subject: RE: 2017 Environmental Report
Thank you for the response, Angelo.
The only thing we are saying is that the data before Sept. 15, 2017 came from the time Astoria, then BDO was
responsible for site operations. I do not think we can remove that statement??? The only other thing included is the
Pinchin Letter written to Astoria and BDO in Feb. of 2018 regarding the water analyses projected results for 2017 as no
samples were taken for analyses as required by the ECA. You asked us to include that Letter in the Report and I also
have approval from the Pinchin Kingston office to include it, even after we pointed out that the premise in the Letter
that operating rates were the same in 2017 as in 2016 was grossly in error.
If you wish me to not include the Letter in that Appendix, please advise by tomorrow, as we are approving the Report
for issuance on Wednesday. We will need to do some editing if the Letter is not included, including that no samples of
groundwater or surface water were taken for analyses in 2017.
Best regards,
Gerry Hamaliuk
SusGlobal Energy
From: Consoli, Angelo [mailto:aconsolitSbdo.ca1
Sent: March 26, 2018 9:58 AM
To: Gerald Hamaliuk <ghamaliuk(Ssusglobalenergy.com>
Cc: Marc M. Hazout <mhazout@susglobalenergv.com>: Ike Makrimichalos <imakrimichalos(5>susglobalenergv.com>;
Mazur, Chris <CMazur(S)bdo.ca>
Subject: RE: 2017 Environmental Report
Gerry, thank you for sharing your 2017 Annual Report (the “Report”) as a courtesy.
Please be advised that the Receiver has not reviewed the Report in detail nor have we seen the various appendices
that are referenced therein. To be clear the Receiver does not acknowledge or agree with various assertions therein,
which as you are aware, are in dispute. The Report to the Ministry is an obligation of SusGlobal Energy Belleville Ltd.
and, as such, any reference to the Report being filed on behalf of the Receiver or Astoria should be removed
entirely. The Receiver is not consenting and agreeing to this Report being filed on its behalf.
Kindest regards,
Angelo Consoli CA CPA CiRP LIT
Vice President
BDO Canada Limited
aconsoti@bdo.ca
805 - 25 Main Street W.
Hamilton, OH L8P 1H1
Canada
Tel: 905-524-1008 x 2861
Fax: 905-570-0249
2
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Before you print think about the environment
From: Gerald Hamaliuk [mailto:ghamaliuk(5)susglobalenergv.com1
Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2018 6:54 PM
To: Consoli, Angelo <aconsoli(S)bdo.ca>
Cc: Marc M. Hazout <mhazout(5>susglobalenergy.com>; Ike Makrimichalos <imakrimichalos(5)susElobalenergv.com>
Subject: 2017 Environmental Report
Angelo,
I attach the Exec. Summary and discussion for the 2017 Annual Report for your review. I did not provide the data in the
Appendices - the discussion should be sufficient for you to evaluate content. The Appendices will not have any
discussion, only the data and Reports identified. We will issue the Report to the MOECC early next week.
Best regards,

Energy Core,

Gerald P, Hamaliuk
G'fiel Bteorttva Oftmer
200 Davenport ftosd
Toronto, Ontario
Canada, ?45H 1J2
lefeptone

416-.223.S5C0
Toil Free

366.542.SES3 (7374)

Facsimile
416.223,5507

E-mail
GframaSuk@sussf4ttaleriSr®r.com

SusGlobal Energy'
Gerine f»r L’-tsHKn

Wedslte
vhw.susrjiftbaie-iiergyttrri

A C9!ixni Nwsi Cmpmy

The information contained in this communication is confidential and intended only for the. use of those to whom it is addressed. If you have
received this communication in error, please notify me by telephone (collect if necessary) and delete or destroy any copies of it. Thank you.
BDO Canada LLP (and its affiliates), a Canadian limited liability partnership, is a member of BDO International Limited, a UK company limited
by guarantee, and forms part of the international BDO network of independent member firms.
BOO is the brand name for the BDO network and for each of the BDO Member Firms,
Le content! de ce courriel est confidentiel et a ('intention du (des) destinataire(s) seulement. Si vous recevez cette transmission par erreur,
veuillez m'aviser immediatement par telephone en utilisant le numero mentionn6 ci-haut (& frais vires si necessaire). Veuillez effacer ou
detruire toutes copies de ce courriel regues. Merci de votre collaboration.
BDO Canada s.r.I./S.E.W.C.R.L. (et ses Rliales), une society canadienne a responsabilite limitee/societe en nom collectif a responsabilite
limitee, est membre de BDO International Limited, societe de droit anglais, et fait partie du reseau international de societes membres
independantes BDO.
BDO est la marque utilises pour designer le reseau BDO et: chacune de ses societes membres.
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Court File No. CV-17-11760-00CL

ONTARIO
SUPERIOR COURT OF JUSTICE
COMMERCIAL LIST
BETWEEN:
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT BANK OF CANADA
Applicant
and
ASTORIA ORGANIC MATTERS LTD. and ASTORIA ORGANIC MATTERS
CANADA LP
Respondents

IN THE MATTER OF the Receivership of Astoria Organic Matters Ltd. and Astoria Organic Matters
Canada LP
AND IN THE MATTER OF an Application pursuant to Rule 14.05(2), 14.0S(3)(d), 14.05(3)(g),
14.05(3 )(h) of the Rules of Civil Procedure

AFFIDAVIT OF GERALD HAMALIUK
I, Gerald Hamaliuk, of the City of Oakville, in the Province of Ontario, MAKE OATH
AND SAY:

1.

lam still the Chief Executive Officer of SusGlobal Belleville and Sus Global, and, as such,

have knowledge, information and belief of the matters contained in this affidavit. Where I have
relied on the information of others, I have set out the source of that information and I verily believe
that it is true.

2.

I am the only engineer employed by SusGlobal Belleville and qualified to compile and

submit the 2017 Report to the MOECC.

1
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This affidavit is in response to the respondent’s Responding Motion Record and Fifth

Supplemental Report of BDO Canada Limited (“BDO” or “Receiver”) dated August 3, 2018
(“Fifth Report”).

4.

In the Fifth Report, BDO attaches email communications between me and representatives

of BDO:

(i)

for the time period January 9, 2018 to February 23, 2018 wherein I was
requesting information from BDO to complete certain parts of the 2017
Report; and,

(ii)

March 21, 2018 to March 26, 2018 where I was asking BDO for their input
relating to the wording of the 2017 Report.

5.

During that time period, I was requesting information that was required to complete a

number of aspects to the 2017 Report, but not the calculation and the determination of the
percentage of biosolids used, on a dry weight basis, in the preparation of Grade A Compost.

6.

In the Fifth Report, I believe BDO is suggesting that I was able to do this calculation before

March 20th when I completed my initial work. However, I was not able to do so until I was in a
position to complete this aspect of the 2017 Report, ie, after I received all information from BDO
to be able to complete the other aspects of the 2017 Report by the end of March deadline.

7.

I commenced preparation of the 2017 Report in January 2018, when I started gathering

analytical information as set out in the emails in the Fifth Report, which information I did not have,
but which information BDO should have had. In order to complete those aspects of the 2017
Report, I required this information which SusGlobal Belleville did not have.

2
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-38.

As such, from January 9 to February 23, 2018,1 contacted Angelo Consoli a number of

times to obtain the analytical information from BDO that was required for compliance with the
EGAs for the site for the March 31, 2018 deadline.

However, I was provided with limited

information from BDO as is evident from the email chains in the Respondent’s Motion Record at
tab A. As a result, I also had to go through all site files during February and March of 2018 and
asked BDO for the analysis and details for agreements for treating and disposal of leachate for the
site. I also sought clarification on many issues from the 2017 operation before September 15,2017
when SusGlobal Belleville took over.

9.

The only compliance analyses BDO supplied were for eight compost samples, and none of

the water or biofilter media results were sent for the first three-quarters of 2017, that were required.
Given the lack of data and information from BDO, after February 23,2018,1 focused on compiling
the information on hand and preparing explanations of why no compliance analysis could be fully
presented. This took a considerable amount of time.

10.

As that aspect took more time than expected, along with other obligations I had, including

the motion for leave to sue BDO, and in that I did not realize the importance of the 2016 Annual
report calculations, I did not turn my mind to the calculations of the dry weight percentages until
the latter part of March.

11.

In March, I commenced my review of the hardcopy of the 2016 Annual Report that had

been submitted to the MOECC that referred to dry weight information.

12.

I used the 2016 Annual Report figures to calculate the percentages used by Astoria to

calculate the dry weight of biosolids and the dry weight of leaf and yard waste and woodchips used

3
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-4to manufacture Grade A compost (see paragraph 7 of my affidavit sworn July 13, 2018 and
footnote 1).

13.

On March 21st, 2018 the incoming and outgoing data was collated and summarized. It was

at this point in time that I realized the site operated during 2017 at 18.8% dry weight of biosolids
on an annual percentage, instead of the 25% as declared by BDO in their Fourth Report
Supplement at section 2.1.3(2)..

14.

As I was the only person employed by SusGlobal Belleville who was able to do this

analysis and complete the whole 2017 Report by the deadline, it took a significant amount of time
in order to get to the point where I could do these calculations.

15.

I believe that Mr. Hamilton was aware of the percentages of dry weight from his

preparation of the 2016 Annual Report. The references to his changes in evidence, the use of
Schedule C to the BDO Factum on the motion for leave to sue, and his changing explanations of
the percentages of wet and dry weight were all confusing and, in my view, were camouflage, as he
had the actual percentages, all along, in the 2016 Annual Report that he prepared. He could have
properly calculated that the actual percentages for the year were 18.8% and not 25% of biosolids
during the Receivership based on the annual figures. In fact however, the accurate number for the
23-week period, based on the fact that the Receiver was blending less material, was 17.2%, in that
Susglobal Bellville blended 25% on average by dry weight over the last quarter of 2017 [25% 18.8% divided by 4 equals 1.6%]. As a result, the amount that was continually built up over the 23
week period in the Tipping Building was far in excess of 1500 metric tonnes.

16.

The significance and impact of the wet versus dry weight could not have been established

until the calculations based on the 2016 Annual Report figures was carried out by me for the 2017

4
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-5Report and it could not be finalized until the 2017 Report was accepted by the MOECC in June of
this year.

Summary

17.

Initially the calculations provided by BDO were based on wet weight. The weight records

accurately reflected that. The Pinchin Report showing 1,312 metric tonnes on or about July 10th to
12th, 2017 was consistent with that information from EDO’s initial evidence on the motion for
leave to sue. That is, there were in excess of 2,000 metric tonnes of biosolid waste that were built
up in the Tipping Building by the closing date of September 15,2017.

18.

Mr. Hamilton then said that this amount that he gave to Pinchin was an error by him with

no explanation of how that occurred.

19.

It was not until January 19, 2018, when the respondents served the Supplement to the

Fourth Report that for the first time BDO distinguished mixing on a dry weight versus wet weight
basis. However I did not understand this new approach taken by the Receiver until I was told
about the oral argument of the Receiver, which referred to Schedule C to the Receiver’s factum. I
then understood that the Receiver was doing a hypothetical calculation based on figures that did
not exist. These calculations were not based on what actually occurred at the site during the 23
week period. Based on this new methodology submitted by BDO in its factum, for calculation of
the dry weight, as pointed out in my calculations provided to the court at the beginning of the last
day of the motion, a copy of which is now shown to me and marked as Exhibit A to this affidavit,
the amount of biosolid waste that would have been required to be delivered during the 23 week

5
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-6period for EDO’s figures to make sense, would have been approximately 800* metric tonnes more
than the amount actually delivered to the site during that 23-week period. However, the Judge did
not accept this analysis by SusGlobal Belleville.

I believe this was due to the confusing

information provided by EDO during the motion for leave to sue.

20.

Now that we do know the correct percentage on an annual basis, and the correct wet weight

to dry weight calculations, the Court now has the accurate evidence which demonstrates that there
is aprimafacie case that EDO failed to comply with the Environmental Protection Act regulations
and the license condition related to the maximum amount of biosolid waste (150 metric tonnes by
wet weight) that could be stored in the Tipping Building during the Receivership.

21.

This affidavit is sworn in reply to the Fifth Report and for no improper purpose.

SWORN BEFORE ME at the City of
Toronto, in the Province of Ontario on August
16th, 2018
<J

,/CoKirfiissioner for Taking Affidavits

LW
GERALIXHAMALIUK

(or as may be)

fjo A
bto # 7tl£6(Z

1 Based on a windrow of 500 metric tonnes by wet weight

RCP-E4D {July 1,2007)

6

This is Exhibit “A” referred to in the Affidavit of Gerald Hamaliuk
sworn August 16,2018
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1.

Amount of Organic Waste Processed during the Receivership Period using
EDO’s 1:1 “weight” Ratio

At section 2.0.5 of EDO’s Supplement to Fourth Report, EDO states “Grade A compost is
comprised of 25% or less bio-solids on a “dry weight” basis. To achieve this, Astoria used a
Carbon : Nitrogen ratio that is 3:1 by volume and which equates to approximately 1:1 by
weight.”

A.

Total Amount of Biosolids Processed During the Receivership Period
Using EDO’s 1:1 “weight” Ratio (Maximum Windrow!

Total Biosolids Received
during the Receivership Period

=

4,951.77 MT

Total Windrows Constructed
during the Receivership Period

=

23 Windrows

Maximum Windrow

500 MT

EDO Ratio

1 (Biosolids): 1 (Leaf/Yard)

Amount of Biosolids per Maximum Windrow

500 MT x 50%
250 MT

Total Amount of Biosolids Processed
During Receivership Period

Total Remaining Biosolids in the Tipping Building
As of September 15, 2017

=

250 MT x 23 Windrows

=

5,750 MT

=

4,951.77 MT - 5,750 MT

- 798.23 MT

*As of the Closing Date, the Tipping Building should have a ZERO amount of Biosolids in it.
*Biosolids include: (1) biosolids; (2) paper sludge; and (3) manure.
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